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Reducing the Risk of Fire 
on Your Farm.

BMP 1 — FOCUS ON HOUSEKEEPING

Figure 1. Equipment room free of clutter, dust and debris. 
Source: Heartland Farm Mutual, Ontario.

10 Ways to Reduce the Risk of Barn Fire 
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BMP 3 — REGULARLY INSPECT AND 
MAINTAIN PERMANENT ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS

Electrical 
Systems in Barns

Figure 3. Thermographic picture of an electrical panel. 
Source: Heartland Farm Mutual, Ontario.

BMP 2 — LIMIT THE USE OF TEMPORARY 
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT

Note:

Figure 2. Temporary electrical equipment plugged into 
receptacle in livestock area. Source: Heartland Farm 
Mutual, Ontario.
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SUMMARY

This factsheet was written by Steve Beadle, P.Eng., 
OMAFRA, Ridgetown; Vicki Hilborn, P.Eng., OMAFRA, 
London; Dan Ward, P.Eng., OMAFRA, Stratford; Jason Benn, 
North Perth Fire Department; Susan Raymond and Gayle 
Ecker, Equine Guelph; Brent Royce, Farm and Food Care; 
Jim Zyta, Heartland Farm Mutual; and Sam Bradshaw, 
Ontario Pork.
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BMP 9 — STORE AND MAINTAIN MOTORIZED 
EQUIPMENT AWAY FROM LIVESTOCK

Figure 9. Equipment stored away from livestock housing.

BMP 10 — STORE COMBUSTIBLES IN 
A DESIGNATED LOCATION AWAY FROM 
LIVESTOCK

Figure 10. Separate storage building for hay and bedding. 
Source: Farm and Food Care.
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BMP 4 — PERFORM HOT WORKS SAFELY

 
 

 

Figure 4. Grinding piece of steel in close proximity to 
combustible materials.

BMP 5 — PARTICIPATE IN A RISK REDUCTION 
ASSESSMENT WITH INSURANCE OR FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS

Figure 5. Inspection of electrical equipment by insurance 
company. Source: Heartland Farm Mutual, Ontario.
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BMP 6 — PREPARE AND IMPLEMENT A FIRE 
SAFETY PLAN

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

Figure 6. Fire Safety plan stored on site.
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BMP 7 — REGULARLY INSPECT AND 
MAINTAIN FIRE WALLS, FIRE SEPARATIONS 
AND ATTIC FIRE STOPS

Figure 7. Example of an intact �re separation that did its 
job and prevented �re from spreading through the barn. 
Source: R. Drysdale, Farm Mutual Reinsurance Plan.

BMP 8 — REGULARLY MAINTAIN HEATERS

Note: 

Figure 8. Radiant tube heater suspended in barn.


